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Synopsis

Veteran journalist and Ottoman historian Michael Rank brings you a concise history of 2,000 years
of Middle Eastern war, peace, religious upstarts, and social breakdowns in this exciting new book.
To most Westerners the Middle East and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict appear utterly bewildering.
Palestinians want to bomb Israelis that force them at gunpoint to live in restricted parts of the
country. Arab leaders are furious about this situation and want Israelis, 'wiped off the map’ and their
land given back to Palestinians, even though the real estate of the Holy Land looks something like
rural Utah. And nearly all the world’s leaders see fit to chime in on this dispute over the two tiny
lands. To untangle the modern Middle East conflict and the 2,000 years behind it, this book is
divided into 25 concise chapters. Each one is devoted to a major theme in Middle East history, such
as the beginning of Islam, the Crusades, Genghis Khan, and the beginning of Israel in 1948. They
can be read in a few minutes, giving you a fast overview of the issues and help you to understand
Middle East current events. By the end you will know as much about Middle East history and the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict as you would after a year-long college course. You will also sound highly
knowledgeable about world affairs to your friends and associates. If you want to understand this part
of the world completely in as short a time as possible, then From Muhammed to Burj Khalifa is for

you!
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Customer Reviews

Let me be completely honest with you, | really have little to no idea whatsoever what is really going
on in the Middle East. All | know is that it is bad for the world peace and that more people including

me, should get more involved in what it is all about so we can influence our foreign policy-makers to



get more involved in the complicated matter itself.And since | do not really trust the mass-media to
provide an unbiased and objective picture of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East, | knew that |
had to go onto and look for a book that really gives me a more objective truth about the matter. |
found a couple of different books, but they seemed flawed, biased or just not good enough (no
names shall be mentioned but you know who you are!) to provide a sufficient picture of the Middle
East conflict. Then | found this book and | thought, "Well, It can’t be worse than all those others
books | just bought and read!" so | bought this book and started reading through it, and | must
say...This book gives a down-to-earth look at the complicated conflict that is currently going on and
it shed lights on the reasons behind this conflict in the first place. | find to be fascinating and
mind-expanding since it gives me a clearer picture of what is actually going on "over there" in the
Middle East, all its historical roots of the conflict, how religion is involved, its cultural influences and
how all this is vowed into one whole big Middle East conflict mess if you will!l gave this book to one
of my friends who is one of these "think he knows it all" and he thinks he knows everything about

everything, including this complicated conflict in the Middle East.
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